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Synopsis

"God wants me to try harder." "God blesses me when I’'m good and punishes me when I'm bad."
"God is angry with me." We all have ideas that we tell ourselves about God and how he works in our
lives. Some are true--but many are false. James Bryan Smith believes those thoughts determine not
only who we are, but how we live. In fact, Smith declares, the most important thing about a person is
what they think about God. The path to spiritual transformation begins here. Turning to the Gospels,
Smith invites you to put your ideas to the test to see if they match up with what Jesus himself
reveals about God. Once you've discovered the truth in Scripture, Smith leads you through a
process of spiritual formation that includes specific activities aimed at making these new narratives
real in your body and soul as well as your mind. At the end of each chapter you'll find an opportunity
for soul training, engaging in spiritual practices that reinforce the biblical messages on your mind
and heart. Because the best way to make a complete and lasting change is to go through the
material in community, small group discussion questions also accompany each chapter. Those who
are leading apprentice groups will also find additional help and opportunities to interact with other
leaders at the Apprentice website, www.apprenticeofjesus.com. This deep, loving and
transformative book will help you discover the narratives that Jesus lived by--to know the Lord he
knew and the kingdom he proclaimed--and to practice spiritual exercises that will help you grow in

the knowledge of our good and beautiful God.
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Customer Reviews

"l have observed that every individual, whether a new beliver or seasoned veteran, has given
testimony of a new joy in their journey as a result of this book. The content is sound, inspiring and
enlightening." (Jerry Barker, Dallas Baptist Standard, March 14, 2011)Other authors have written
extensively on spiritual disciplines and the spiritual life, but few have created a curriculum that is as
accessible to the common believer seeking spiritual growth. | exuberantly recommend this book to
anyone interested in a practical model of spiritual growth. (Steve Gioielli, Journal of Spiritual
Formation & Soul Care, Fall 2009)"| predict this book, and the two more in the series, will become
deeply influential books in evangelical churches that want to deepen spiritual formation." (Scot
McKnight, Jesus Creed blog, July 15, 2009)"If you're looking for books to help patrons rekindle or
enhance their relationships with God, buy this one. Highly recommended for small groups interested
in deepening their relationships with God." (Church Libraries, Fall 2009)"Make spiritual mentors,
group leaders, youth pastors, Christian educators, and Willard/Foster fans aware of this material."
(David Mundt, CBA Retailers + Resources, July 2009)"Smith challenges those who seek to follow
God to examine the stories they already know. . . . [Includes] exercises and questions . . . to deepen
their knowledge of God." (Publishers Weekly, May 22, 2009)"This first book in The Apprentice
Series, The Good and Beautiful God, is a treasure. Dr. Smith has thought long and hard about the
process of human transformation into the likeness of Jesus. | urge you to buy this book immediately!
Read it and apply it. Then live it out in the context of a loving community. You will not regret doing
so." (Richard J. Foster, author of Celebration of Discipline and coauthor of Longing for God)"l know
from our long relationship that Jim Smith is a fine and trustworthy man, who authentically knows ’the
good and beautiful God.’ | can think of no higher compliment than this: | would happily trust the care
of my soul to Jim and the good and beautiful God he commends to us." (Todd Hunter, author of
Christianity Beyond Belief and pastor of Holy Trinity Anglican Church, Costa Mesa)"The Apprentice
Series is the best practice | have seen in Christian spiritual formation." (Dallas Willard, author of The

Divine Conspiracy)

"I know from our long relationship that Jim Smith is a fine and trustworthy man, who authentically
knows 'the good and beautiful God.’ | can think of no higher compliment than this: | would happily

trust the care of my soul to Jim and the good and beautiful God he commends to us."

This is a must read for any Christian wanting to progress. It paints a picture of the God we need to

know and points towards growing our relationship with Him. Christianity is all about relationship, not



religion.

One great book! Wish | had read this 30 years ago. | am for sure recommending it to all the young

professional | mentor.

This book has been a great beginning for me. Getting the story right--and the right story--is essential
to living life right (and the right life? Maybe I'm just trying to be clever there...) Anyway, this book has
really refocused me on a disciplined life, a spiritual life, once again. Not new material for me, but a

new presentation, and a compelling one. Thank you, Dr. Smith!

This book is a great way to show you the real perception of God through Jesus’s eyes rather than
the world perception of God that most of us have. This book is great for anyone at any point in their

relationship with God. | will definitely be reading it again!

Simple - straightforward- practical - easy to read - extremely Impactful if you can slow down and

read it with the Spirit’s guidance.

Wonderfully written with great biblical examples of who God really is compared to the false
narratives of how society describes Him. A theological book that is easy to understand, but
challenges you to think, while providing how to apply what the author is teaching. Loved it so much,

I've purchased the 2nd book of the series.

"The Good and Beautiful God," along with the rest of the Apprentice Series, has quickly become
one of my favorite series to recommend to people of all ages. James Bryan Smith uses language
that allows anyone along the spectrum of the life-long Christian to an individual who does not
believe in Jesus to better understand the heart and love of God Himself. Through Smith’s
articulation of people’s development of "false narratives," the reader will better understand why God
has been attributed such characteristics as "wrath," and how Jesus (what He says, the love He
shows, and what He has done) rewrites these lies each of us have come to believe. The "Soul
Training Exercises" (really, just disciplined practices) at the end of each chapter challenge the
reader to continue to pursue the Lord throughout the week as he/she reflects on the teachings and
love that God has for each of us.The best setting for reading this series is within a smaller group.

I've studied "The Good and Beautiful God" in a group of three, and gone through "The Good and



Beautiful Life" with one other person. A smaller setting allows for a greater chance of accountability
and honest discussion of the text, the Scripture passages that accompany each chapter, and of its
application in our daily lives.Overall, | highly recommend this series to anyone that is seeking to
better understand the love of God, how that applies, fuels, and compels us in our daily life, and how

that translates to the community around us.

One of the best practical guides to spiritual formation I've ever read. Smith condenses dozens of
teachings and practices used for centuries and makes them accessible to our current time and
space.

Download to continue reading...

The Good and Beautiful God: Falling in Love with the God Jesus Knows (The Apprentice Series)
The Good and Beautiful God: Falling in Love with the God Jesus Knows (The Apprentice Series
Book 1) The Good and Beautiful God: Falling in Love With the God Jesus Knows After Effects
Apprentice: Real-World Skills for the Aspiring Motion Graphics Artist (Apprentice Series) The
Falconer's Apprentice (The FalconerA¢a -4,¢s Apprentice Series) Diary of a Enderman’s
Apprentice: Enemy Within Vol.2 (An Unofficial Minecraft Book) (Enderman’s Apprentice Series) The
Good and Beautiful Life: Putting on the Character of Christ (Apprentice (IVP Books)) Falling
Kingdoms: Falling Kingdoms, Book 1 Coloreando con Jesus: Dios es... (Coloring with Jesus: God
s...) (Coloreando Con Jesus (Numbered)) (Spanish Edition) Miraculous Movements: How Hundreds
of Thousands of Muslims Are Falling in Love with Jesus House Beautiful The Home Book: Creating
a Beautiful Home of Your Own (House Beautiful Series) Words Of Jesus - Complete Words Of
Jesus only - KJV: New Testament - Only The Words Of Jesus Jesus Freaks: Stories of Those Who
Stood for Jesus, the Ultimate Jesus Freaks Reflecting on the Names of Jesus: Jesus-Centered
Coloring Book for Adults (Jesus-Centered Devotions) Aloha: Love, Suite Love/Fixed by Love/Game
of Love/It All Adds Up to Love (Inspirational Romance Collection) Brother Francis - Forgiven - The
Parables of Jesus - Parables - Forgiven and Set Free - | am Set Free - God the Father - How to
Make a Good Confession - Mercy of God - Soft Cover And God Knows the Soldiers: The
Authoritative and Authoritarian in Islamic Discourses Good Morning, This Is God!: | will be Handling
all Your Problems Today. | Will Not Need Your Help -- So Have a Good Day. | Love You! Good
Night Baby Jesus (Good Night Our World) The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly Cincinnati Reds:
Heart-Pounding, Jaw-Dropping, and Gut-Wrenching Moments from Cincinnati Reds History (The
Good, the Bad, and the Ugly) (The Good, the Bad, & the Ugly)


http://privateebooks.com/en-us/read-book/NxXzY/the-good-and-beautiful-god-falling-in-love-with-the-god-jesus-knows-the-apprentice-series.pdf?r=OXY4kInQ9flZXk2xNOeDJaj%2BLOfdh1raNV4XLC%2Fvx5M%3D

Contact Us
DMCA
Privacy

FAQ & Help


https://cristine-holstege.firebaseapp.com/contact.html
https://cristine-holstege.firebaseapp.com/dmca.html
https://cristine-holstege.firebaseapp.com/privacy-policy.html
https://cristine-holstege.firebaseapp.com/faq.html

